107

inadequate and that the provisions of the Bill were essential to hold
in check subversive movements and also to prevent incitements to
communal strife.

The motion for consideration of the BUI was rejected by the
Assembly. The Bill was thereafter returned to the Assembly by the
Governor-General in recommended form. The Assembly on the same
day rejected the motion for the introduction of the Bill as recom-
mended. Since the Bill was considered essential in the interests of
the safety and tranquillity of British India, it was certified by the
Governor-General under the provisions of section 67B (1) (6) of
the Government of India Act. The Bill was then taken up in the
Council of State, which passed by 35 votes to 10 the motion that the
Bill be taken into consideration and accepted without a division the
motion that it should be passed.

In an address to the legislature on the 16th September, the
Viceroy had discussed the necessity for the Bill and emphasised that
on the eve of great constitutional changes, it was imperative to
ensure favourable conditions for the stability of the new Govern-
ments.

Another controversial debate was on a resolution by the Congress
party recommending the appointment of a Committee to enquire into
the handling of relief operations in connection with the Quetta
earthquake. Government vigorously repudiated some of the sugges-
tions made by members of the Opposition and the Home Member
(Sir Henry Craik) enquired whether there was any lower form of
" exploitation " than the exploiting of this dreadful tragedy, which
had horrified the whole world, in order to gain a political advantage.
The resolution was defeated by 61 votes to 57.

The rest of the session was comparatively uneventful.

As has been mentioned, the Government of India allotted under Bural
the budget Rs. 1 crore for distribution to the provinces for the j^f05"
economic development of rural areas.   The money was to be spent Scheme,
on schemes designed to increase the economic welfare of the people
as well as those intended to improve their health and education.
Of the sum allotted Es. 15 la&hs were set aside for developing the
co-operative movement.   The balance was distributed amongst the
provinces on the basis of their rural population.   As soon as the
demand was sanctioned, local Governments were asked to submit